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Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Docket No. 98N-1265
Food and Drug Administration
5600 Fishers Lane
Rockville, MD. 20857

Dear sirs:

For the past several years, I have obtained individually compounded hormones
through the mails from Madison Pharmacy in Wisconsin. I have just learned that the
FDA i~ now taking steps to prevent such shipments across state borders. You should
understand that no pharmacy in my home state of Illinois makes the preparations I use.

Briefly’, I first took the standard hormone replacement therapy prescriptions available,
but they had disturbing side effects. Then physicians at Northwestern and the

University of Chicago hospitals worked out an individually compounded hormone
regime that has greatly improved my quality of life.

The th~ught that I might no longer be able to obtain the medications that have made
such ~ difference in my life fills me with dismay. By what right would you
effecti~ely deny me access to medications that my physicians have prescribed and that
I need? I deeply resent this attempt to restrict my freedom of choice, and I would urge
you ndt to interfere with my health care in this heavy-handed manner. It amazes me
that, at the end of the twentieth century, there still is so little regard for the health
concerns of women that you are willing to disregard our most basic rights as patients.

Sincerely,

~-BAi&\

Marguerite Bookstein

cc: Barbara Flynn Currie (State House of Representatives)
Barack Obama (State Senate)
Richard Durbin (U.S. Senate)
Pet+r Fitzgerald (U.S. Senate)
Ma4iison Pharmacy
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